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out protective measures, the Company agreeing, if this were
first done, to take over that portion of the fore-shore for the
future. These arrangements were all completed in April 1867,
and the bank was to have been handed over in October, but
again delay occurred resulting in most serious consequences,
although 15 boats were sunk with 86 cwt of chain and 3,240
tons of stone-ballast, and an expenditure incurred by the
Board of upwards of Rs. 17,000 ; the repairs were not completed,
nor had the transfer of the charge been effected when the
cyclone of the 1st November intervened, carrying away the
Railway jetty, and undermining and weakening the whole bank.
In March of the present year another slip took place, and the
Commissioners, to prevent further erosion, again attempted to
repair this at a cost of Rs. 1,800. It is now stated that the
least possible farther outlay will be Rs. 7,000 to be in any way
effective ; and the question of the assumption by the Company
of a liability, which was properly theirs throughout, has been
postponed sine die. Comment upon the supineness evinced in
this matter would be superfluous. Nearly Rs. 19,000 have lite-
rally been thus thrown into the river.

It has subsequently been necessary, in consequence of the
erosion of the bank, to retire the Railwny premises some dis-
tance, and an objection has been raised by the Port Canning
Company to the renewal of the Railway jetty, but this question
appears to be also in abeyance, the Railway having now been
taken over by the Government.

In the Bidiadhurry fore-shore the Commissioners have also
been unfortunate, and it is estimated that the damage caused
by the late cyclone will necessitate a further outlay of some
Rs. 17,000 upon it. The amount already expended upon this
fore-shore by the Commissioners has been Rs. 11,238, yet they
distinctly deny, in a recent report to Government, that they
are in any way legally responsible for its maintenance, and
urge, in extenuation of the outlay, that the expenditure has
only been incurred on account of the importance of this fore-
shore to the Municipality. On the other hand, it is alleged by
the Port Canning Company that the neglect of the Commis-
sioners to protect this fore-shore most seriously endangers
the safety of their boat-dock, in which 3 lakhs of Rupees
have already been sunk. The question of liability not having
been definitely disposed of, may possibly occasion future trouble.

Taking only the rough figures given in the reports, we find
that about Rs. 79,000 in all has been laid out in stone-
ballast, binding, and the proteciion of the river banks.